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Tins international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Prelmiinary Exarnining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

M This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, b ™ 
£*J amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

x ^| Basis of the report 

u Q Priority 

m Q Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV [Zl Lack of unity of invention 

K7\ Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

V [AJ citations and explanations supporting such statement 

yj Certain documents cited 

VII O Certain defects in the international application 

yjjj Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/008969 



L Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-16 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



.filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1,5-8, 10 



filed with the letter of 



24 May 2004 (24.05.2004) 



the drawings: 



1-12 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ t filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority m the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wnicn is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
| 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



4. 



contained in the international application in written form. 
| filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

^] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages 

[XI the claims, Nos. 2-4.9 



I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 ore referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to tmder item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 905102 Al (Doppel Co., Ltd.), 31 March 
1999, claims, paragraphs [0011] to [0014], 
[0021] to [0032], [0052], [0055], [0069] to 
0070] & WO 98/39268 Al, claims, page 3, line 
23 to page 4, line 17; page 6, line 4 to page 
8, line 7; page 11,. lines 16 to 22; page 12, 
lines 4 to 6; page 14, lines 6 to 11 
Document 2: JP 8-267666 A (Three Bond Co., Ltd.), 15 

October 1996, drawings (Family: none) 
Document 3: JP 2-98406 A (Takenaka Corporation), 10 April 
1990, claims; page 3, lower right column, 
line 3 to page 4, upper right column, line 7; 
fig. 1 (Family: none) 



Claims !/ 5-8, 10 



YES 



Claims NO 

YES 

Claims 

Claims 1, 5-8, 10 NO 

Claims h 5 ~ 8 ' 10 YES 

Claims NO 



The inventions set forth in claims 1, 5 to 8 and 10 
do not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 
1 to 3 cited in the international search report. 
Document 1 sets forth artificial stone (cited invention) 
containing a 5-to 70 -mesh- transparent inorganic ultra-fine 
particulate component, an inorganic ultra-fine particulate 
component and a 100 -mesh- through noctilucent particulate 
component, and a resin component, wherein the ratio of 
fine particulate component to ultra-fine particulate 
component by weight falls within the range 1:2 to 5:1. 
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Document 1 does not disclose specific values for the 
hardening shrinkage rate or the density of artificial 
stone, but the composition of the cited invention and the 
invention of this application are roughly the same, 
therefore the physical values such as hardening shrinkage 
rate and density are understood to be approximately the 
same . 

Therefore, comparing the cited invention and the 
invention of this application, the cited invention is 
different in the feature that said invention does not have 
a support for wall -mounting. 

Examining the aforementioned difference, document 2 
indicates that an anchor member is embedded in the 
artificial stone, and document 3 sets forth a feature 
wherein an insert mounting bracket is pushed in together 
with the upper mold, to be integrally embedded in the 

precast plate. 

In addition, the area ratio, depth of embedding and 
pushing pressure when embedding an anchor member are 
merely design features which could be determined as 
necessary by a person skilled in the art, and the 
invention of this application is not acknowledged to offer 
any special effect by specifying these values. 

Therefore the aforementioned difference is obtained 
by applying the feature described in documents 2 or 3 to 
this invention, and constitutes the application of a known 
feature which could be easily accomplished by a person 
skilled in the art. 

With regard to claim 7, document 1 indicates that 
the surface of -the cited invention is roughened, therefore 
the numerical delimitation of the invention of this 
application of 1 to 100mm is not acknowledged to generate 
a difference between the two inventions. 

With regard to claim 10, acrylic syrup obtained by 
mixing acrylic polymer and monomer would be commonly used 
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by a person skilled in the art as a resin binder for 
artificial stone. 
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